
End Austerity and the  
Cost of Living Crisis 
    
    
    

Contemporary Resolution for Labour Party Conference 2014 

 
End Austerity and the Cost of Living Crisis 
 

 

Conference notes: 
1. The ONS announcement on 13 August that nominal wages fell by 0.2% in the second quarter 

of 2014 with the fall in inflation-adjusted pay since 2009 representing the most sustained 

decline in real wages since the 1870s. 
2. The Trust for London analysis published on 14 August that the number of low paid jobs in 

London has increased for the fourth year running, indicating growth of a low-pay culture. 

3. Pay restraint in the historically low-paid public sector has resulted in local government wages 
falling by 18% since 2010, with over 400,000 workers earning less than £15,000 per year, and 

has resulted in unprecedented joint action by Unite, Unison and GMB. 

4. For the first time on record the majority of people living in poverty in the UK are from working 
families. 

 

Conference believes a cost of living crisis from falling incomes, through real terms wage cuts, the growth 
of precarious employment and reductions in social security payments, stem from Tory austerity policies. 

 

Conference supports the fair pay in local government campaign led by Unite, Unison and GMB, and the 
Britain Needs a Pay Rise campaign led by the TUC. 

 

Conference resolves that Labour would end the cost-of-living crisis through: 

• ending public sector pay restraint, including increasing local government pay by £1 per hour; 

• ending restrictions of social security payments including abolishing the national social security 

cap and household cap; 

• increasing the National Minimum Wage by £1.50 and legislating for a National Living Wage. 

    
    
 
The deadline for receipt of contemporary motions is Thursday 11 September 2014 at 12 noon. 
 
The title has a maximum of 10 words and the motion a maximum of 250 words. 
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